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Speakers Hit Bureau’s Power 
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By Charles Krause 

SpeCl&l to The Washington Post 

PRINCETOS, N.J., Oct 29 
—An 1 “FBI Conference” 
opened here today with the 55 
participants painting a grim 
picture of a police state disre- 
garding constitutional liber- 
ties and repressing political 
dissent by use of informers, 
wiretaps, electronic surveil- 
lance and agents provocateurs. 

The FBI, charging It was 
cast as the “defendant” and 
found guilty before the fact, 
has declined to participate. 

Legal scholars, political sci- 
entists, journalists and former 
Justice Department personnel, 
FBI agents and informants 
spoke of increasingly uncon- 
trolled power of the FBI, espe- 
cially In its attempts to moni- 
tor groups which seek social, 
economic and political change. 

While most of the partici- 
apnts did not question the 
FBI’s ability to combat certain 
types of crime, many ex- 
pressed their dissatisfaction 
with the bureau’s efforts to 
fight organized crime, protect 
civil rights workers, infiltrate 
protest groups and promote 
the FBI’s image as a vigilant 
and incorruptable investiga- 
tive agency. 

William Turner, a former 
I FBI agent asked to resign in 
1961, charged that he knew of 
several instances in which FBI 
agents had forged checks, sto- 
len property, been involved in 
drunken driving accidents and 
otherwise acted outside the 
law. Turner said that none of 
these agents was charged be- 
cause it it sureau policy to 
persuade local law enforce- 
ment officials to drop charges. 

Turner said that the FBI 
has been so unsuccessful in its 
attempts to uncover foreign 
espionage agents working in 
1 the United States that the CIA 
has been forced to set up its 
own bureaus around the coun- 
try. 

Prof. Thomas I. Emerson of 
Yale law school, charged that 
the FBI regularly violates the 
First and Fourth amendments 



of the constitution. Emerson 
said that wiretaps, bugging 
and the use of informers tend 
to limit freedom of speeph and 
violate the Fourth Amend- 
ment’s protection from illegal 
searches and seizures. 

Emerson said that the FBI’s 
“political warfare against dis- 
sident groups raises the 
spectre of a police state.” The 
Yale law professor said the 
only remedy for current FBI 
practice is the creation of a 
public board of overseers and 
an ombudsman, to protect the 
public from arbitrary FBI 
practices, such as the inclu- 
sion of persons’ names in 
practices, sucha s the inclu- 
sion of persons’ names nin 
FBI dossiers. 

Prof. Frank Donner, also of 
Yale law school, said political 
informers used by the FBI are 
“intended as a restraint on 
free expression, as a curb on 
movements for change.” 

“It can hardly be denied 
that the self censorship which 
it (surveillance by informers) 
stimulates is far more damag- 
ing than many exppressed sta- 
tutory or administrative re- 
straints.” , 

Former FBI agent Robert 
Wall supported. Donner’s 
charges. Wall said he resigned 
from the Washington bureau 
in 1970 because he became dis- 
gusted by the FBI’s surveil- 
lance activities. ‘‘Anyone who 
would say something against 
the Vietnam war had to be 
watched and watched closely. 
The chilling effect was very 
real,” he said. 

Donner concluded that 
“thoughful Americans must 
begin to ask themselves 
whether ‘national security’ . . . 
really requires that we cor- 
rupt and bribe our youths, 
blacks, professors, students 
and others to betray friends 
and associates; whether there 
is no other way to defend 
ourselves. . . than to institu- 
tionalize the surveillance of 
non-violent protest activity.” 
The participants in the con- 
ference questioned whether 
all surveillance should be 



ended, or only that concerned 
with political dissent. There 
was a strong feeling, ex- 
pressed by John Doar, for- 
mer assistant attorney general 
for civil rights during the 
Kennedy administration, that 
the use of informants was 
necessary In protecting civil 
rights workers and combatting 
organized crime. 

The use of wiretaps and elec- 
tronic surveillance was the sub- 
ject of another paper, pre- 
pared by Victor Navasky, au- » 
thor of “Kennedy Justice,” 
qnd Nathan Lewin, a Washing- 
ton attorney. 

Navasky charged that there 
has been “a history of deceit, 
ambivalence and confusion 
within the government con- 
cerning bugs and taps.” he 
said the use of “suicide 
taps,” illegal wiretaps b^ FBI 
agents to obtain informattion 
without authorization from ei- 
ther the courts or FBI Direc- 
tor J. Edgar Hoover, was wide 
spread. 

The FBI Conference, spon- 
sored by Princeton’s Woodrow 
Wilson School and the Com- 
mittee for Public Justice, will 
end Saturday. 



White House 
Regrets Snub 

AsaociAted Preia 

The White House said 
yesterday that if North 
Carolina Gov. Bob Scott 
was mistreated by Secret 
Service agents during 
President Nixon’s visit to 
Charlotte two weeks ago, 
it was cause for regret. 

The Charlotte Observer 
reported Thursday that 
Scott, a Democrat, was 
angry over Secret Service 
treatment of him when 
Nixon visited the city Oct. 
15 to honor the Rev. Billy 
Graham. 

“It’s always unfortunate 
when a misunderstanding 
of this sort occurs,” said 
Nixon’s press secretary, 
Ronald L. Ziegler. 



